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Sports Journalist Job Description  

Duties and Responsibilities: 

 Collect information on sports events, league development, team 

history, and research player statistics to provide a framework for 

stories 

 Create and present content across different media formats, including 

television, radio, online, and written stories 

 Work within a team of editors, sub-editors, photographers, and 

videographers to create professionally crafted content across different 

media 

 Attend different sporting events, tournaments, and matches to provide 

coverage as recorded or in real-time reporting 

 Develop and maintain contacts within the sports industry to find 

exclusive stories and breaking news 

 Conduct interviews with athletes, sports officials, and coaches to collect 

quotes and insights for their stories 

 Generate ideas for stories with other reporters and follow news and 

happenings in the sports industry 

 Interview subject-matter specialists to learn more about injuries, 

fitness concerns, and ailments 

 Cultivate a network of industry and sports contacts to use as sources 

for stories, as well as build and maintain relationships with people who 

provide credible sources of information 

 Review the work of sports writers to ensure they follow formatting 

guidelines and editorial styles and fit the magazine’s requirements 

 Report current player injuries, team structures, game statistics, and 

other sports-related information 

 Perform verification and run scrutiny on stories and sources to ensure 

the information is correct 

 Remove objectivity and biases and present neutral reviews and 

balanced views through their stories to provide a comprehensive view 

of the event 
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 Watch live national and international sporting events and sports-

related activities for interesting stories. 

Sports Journalist Requirements – Skills, Knowledge, and Abilities  

 Proven Job Experience: Sports journalists need to demonstrate good 

job experience with audience engagement and social media, digital 

publishing, and the ability to adapt to a fast-paced and evolving news 

environment. They need to also have a portfolio of published work and a 

background in journalism, or find work experience opportunities to 

develop industry contacts and understand the sports journalism 

industry better. 

 Technical Skills: Technical skills assist sports journalists in research, in-

depth sports knowledge, multimedia production, and writing for 

different platforms under pressure. With technical skills, they can use 

digital tools for content creation, editing and distribution, and analyze 

sports statistics, and adapt to fast-paced environments. 

 Writing Skills: Sports journalists need excellent writing skills to write 

compelling, accurate, and exciting stories about sports. They must be 

able to write clearly and concisely using engaging and strong utterance. 

Sports journalists must also be able to write stories that are both 

informative and entertaining. 

 Research Skills: Sports journalists must develop the ability to research 

and gather the right information to produce comprehensive, accurate, 

reliable, timely, and relevant reports. Not only do sports journalists need 

to know how to find and gather the right source of information, they 

also need the necessary skills to use them effectively. 

 Communication Skills: For you to succeed in sports journalism, you 

need excellent communication skills in order to interact with players, 

coaches, and other members of the sports community. It’s important to 

have the ability to conduct interviews, ask questions in an organized and 

professional way, while also ensuring to stay focused on the topic. 

Sports journalists must be able to effectively listen and interpret what 

interviewees are saying so as to collect all the required information and 

quotes. 
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 Headlines Crafting Ability: One of the skills of sports journalism is the 

ability to craft engaging headlines that attract readers and encourage 

them to click through to a story. It’s important to find a balance between 

accurate and compelling headlines. To ensure that your headlines are 

relevant and up-to-date, you need to research the topic in order to 

understand the current trends in sports coverage. 

 Ability to Interview Sources: Sports journalists must be able to 

interview sources effectively so as to get the information needed to write 

their stories. They need to ask the right questions and then listen 

carefully to the answers. Sports journalists must build a relationship and 

trust with the person they are talking to in order to interview them 

effectively. 

 Networking Skills: Sports journalists need to build a strong 

professional network for sources of information and valuable contacts 

for career advancement. It’s necessary to develop relationships with 

other journalists, athletes, sports teams, and organizations. Connecting 

with these individuals and organizations will give you access to up-to-

date information and exclusive stories that you can use to build your 

portfolio. 

 Analytical Skills: Sports journalists need excellent analytical skills to be 

able to examine and interpret complex data and draw meaningful 

conclusions from it. They should be able to analyze the various types of 

evidence and sources that they come across to be able to assess how 

reliable and accurate they are. It’s important to be able to take an 

analytical approach to the reporting process. 

 Deep Knowledge of Sports: It’s important to understand different 

sports, their history, rules, and current trends. Sports journalists need to 

also stay abreast of developments within the sports industry. The reason 

several high-performance athletes’ transition into journalism once their 

sports career is over is because the journalism profession requires deep 

knowledge of sports. 

 Adaptability: Sports journalists must be flexible and able to make use 

of new stories or formats as required. They need to adapt quickly in a 

fast-paced and changeable environment like sport, and work under 

severe pressure, especially when working under tight deadlines or 

covering live events. 
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 Resilience: Sports journalists sometimes meet challenges while 

gathering facts about a story, but with resilience they can overcome 

those tough moments and meet deadlines. Resilience assists journalists 

in triumphing over obstacles and reaching their goal of reporting 

important stories. 

 Originality: Sports journalists produce unique materials when they are 

creative. They have to write articles that draw readers in and promote 

discussion on sports-related issues. The readers want articles that 

capture the passion of the sporting event or match since they are absent 

at the venue. 

 Ability to Engage People: The ability to engage fans is one of the most 

crucial skillsets for sports journalists. They need to build engagement to 

know their audience and provide material that will resonate with them. A 

lot of soccer fans go after the sports journalists of their choice. 

Therefore, you need to offer something that will draw in and hold the 

audience’s attention. 

 Knowledge of Social Media Platforms: Sports journalists need to have 

detailed understanding of the different social media platforms available. 

With the ability to use these platforms effectively, they can make a huge 

difference in their career and be successful. It’s important and 

advantageous to have true knowledge of the diverse social media 

platforms, like Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, and others. 
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